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A joint effort  with Weyauwega Fremont School District staff , students, 

community and Waupaca County Parks.

Mission:

To conserve and preserve the valuable, non-renewable natural resource in 

the Weyauwega-Fremont School District called ñOur backyardò.  This 

forty acre area runs from the Waupaca River south towards Weyauwega-

Fremont school complex (K-12) to the shelter and tree line area and from 

the fenced east property line to west property line.

ñOur Backyardò parcel has been preserved because of the foresight of our 

1960ôs school board who believed this area should not be plotted and sold 

to finance a new high school, but saved for the future.  Although the site 

had been used for FFA plots, cross county skiers, fishing, classroom 

teachers, students, and community members, the full potential for 

educational and recreational opportunities had not been realized.

In 1986 a volunteer committee of teachers interested in environmental and 

physical education urged the School Board to investigate preserving and 

further improve the site for school and community.  People from the 

community were also invited to join.  A ñBackyard Open Houseò and tours 

were held that July.  Members of the Lions Club, Garden Club, Boy 

Scouts, Girl Scouts, 4-H, groups, and church groups rallied.  Beginning 

funds for improvements included an AAL Fund matching PTO Family 

Picnic, and donations were received from groups and individuals.  In 1993 

a grant through Waupaca County for WCC labor help enabled the 

improvements to begin.

Plans were made.  Community was enlisted and students became 

contributors óownersô.  WCC help included barking the trail, building a 

footbridge, erosion control where needed, building benches in an old pine 

shelter amphitheater, installing safety fences and benches.  A prairie area 

was planted.  Shrubs and seedlings were procured through grants through 

Tree City U.S.A.  Volunteers from school and community planted and 

protected them with tree shelters.

In 1999 erosion along the Waupaca River had become a significant 

problem with 450 tons of soil to river water  every year.  A grant through t 

he Tomorrow/Waupaca River Watershed Protection was given to the 

Waupaca Land and Conservation Department to administer.  

Approximately 70% of the cost of riprap control came from the 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR).  The remaining 30% was 

financed by the W-F School District, Weyauwega Milk Products, PATHS, 

Our Backyard, Taylor Cheese, and Presto Products.

It had become a cross the age levels K-12, educational endeavor.  Older 

students from FFA, Service Club, and Industrial Arts classes helped 

younger students plant trees and shrubs, put up and maintain bluebird 

houses, and do fall and spring clean-up.  Cross-country trail is used for 

practice and competition.  Physical education teachers, science teachers, 

and classroom teachers use the area for projects and enrichment.  

The Waupaca County Land and Conservation Department, community 

groups, administrators, teachers, support staff, parents, and students have 

worked together to improve and  preserve this beautiful resource within 

our community.

The nature area is easily  accessible and the trail is kept in excellent 

condition.  Foot travel and bicycles only are permitted on the trail along the 

river.  A parking area is available near where the area is posted.  Our 

backyard is open to the public all year from dawn until dusk.  Visitors are 

encouraged to enjoy and respect the area.

History of Our Backyard 



Monday May 13, 2002

Policy & Procedure

ÅPolicy

ÅWritten document honoring the intent of the donor

Å Suggestions:
1. Partner with the County Parks Department

2. Establish as a land trust or conservancy

3. Partner with the city as an entity of the city

4. Document in the Board Policy Book with oversight by a lawyer

ÅProcedure
Å A set procedureso that ñimprovementsò, structures, and maintenance are 

overseen in a consistent manner with a consistent vision

Å Suggestions:

1. Set up a formal committee (with authority as determinedby the board)

2. Report to Grounds or???

3. Liaison from the community

4. **First and foremost have a vision ofthe use and long term purpose of the area



ȰOur Backyardò Mission:
Conserve and preserve the area behind the 

Weyauwega-Fremont School District currently 

called ñOur Backyardò.  The area runs from the 

Waupaca River south towards the school 

buildings to the shelter and tree line area and 

west from the fenced east property line to the 

west property line.

Board of Directors

Three members, at large, appointed by the 

Weyauwega-Fremont School Board, plus  the 

following membership which will be on a three 

year rotation and consist of:

a) A member of the Operations Committee of the 

Weyauwega-Fremont School Board

b) A member of the school administration

c) a representative from elementary (Weyauwega 

and Fremont), middle and high schools

d) Two community members

e) An  adult representative of a school club or 

organization

f) One youth representative

School and Community Usage:

This area is to be used for the following 

purposes:

a) An environmental classroom

b) A non-evasivephysical fitness area

c) A leisure area for community enjoyment

d) An area for community groups (scouts, 4-H FFA, 

Master Gardeners, etc.)

This area is not designed for:

a) Activities such as: paintball and off trail biking

b) Over night camping except with permission

c) Open camp fires except with permission

Responsibilities of the Board of 

Directors:
a) Planning for area preservation in perpetuity and 

improvements

b) Changes in rules and regulations

c) Funding 

May 2005



Regular Board of Education Meeting

Monday, November 30, 2009  6:30P.M.
Introduction:

My name is Suzan Dyer and I have been a first grade 

teacher for over 20 years.  I have been periodically 

involved in numerous projects and activities for ñOur 

Backyardò throughout my tenure here.  During the last 

summer Helen Jarchowinvited me to attend a meeting to 

discuss the Backyard.

Summer Meeting:

In attendance were numerous community people, young 

adults, staff from the maintenance department, a board 

member and administrator.  A few issues were raised 

regarding clean up and maintenance of the area.  It is my 

understanding that these have been taken care of by our 

grounds crew.  The remaining balance of our discussion 

was about the future of the area and how best to maintain 

the integrity of this natural part of our campus.

Our Backyard:

The property has been donated to the district with the 

implied intent to have it remain a recreational and 

educational resource for the community.  Countless people 

have been able to utilize the area for both those purposes.  

It doesnôt take much more than a quit walk on the trail to 

recognize the value of the property.

Esthetically, it is pleasantly peaceful.  Each season 

transforms the area.  The fact that it borders the Waupaca 

River makes it a real draw for people seeking to get a dose 

of nature.  Recreationally, you see hikers, cyclists, and 

cross country skiers.  The trail is well kept.  Educationally, 

teachers use the area not just for science but for lessons in 

the in math and English in fact just about every academic 

field can find an application for our outdoor classroom.  

Over the years people have planted trees, flowers and 

shrubs.  They have built trails, fences and benches. 

Projects too many to mention have been conducted to help 

make the area accessible to improve the habitat. 

Involvement has been across ages and interests.  As a 

representative of the group that met this summer we are 

asking that that the Board consider the creation of an ad 

hoc committee to have oversight regarding the decisions 

about our backyard.  In 2005 there had been a group that 

had started this idea but there was not a formal and final 

acceptance of a committee.  With the permission of the 

Board we would like to get organized, define the structure 

of the committee, identify its purpose and describe how 

the committee would operate.

Thank you for your consideration of this proposal.

Suzanne Dyer



Our Backyard  Draft proposal

Mission

Conserve and preserve the area behind the 

Weyauwega-Fremont School District currently 

called ñOur Backyardò.  The area runs from the 

fenced east property line to the west property 

line.

Vision: (Up for discussion)

Three members, at large, appointed by the 

Weyauwega-Fremont School Board to consist 

of:

1. Staff person

2. Community member

3. Youth representative

Usage:

Purpose of the area:

1. Educational activities

2. Physical fitness and general sports

3. Leisure activities

4. Potential use by community groups (scouts, 4-H 

churches, Master Gardeners, etc.)

Prohibitive activities:

1. Motorized vehicle

2. Overnight camping

3. Campfires 

Responsibilities of the Board of 

Directors:
1. Involvement in planning for improvements

2. Input on restrictions and use

3. Assist in funding and manpower

Finance/Operations Committee Meeting

Monday, January 11, 2010  7:00P.M.



LEAF
· Forestry & Outdoor Education Specialist

· The LEAF Program encourages you to contact Gretchen with 
any school forest and outdoor education-related inquiries. 
We are very pleased to have her on board ɀplease join us in 
welcoming her to LEAF! Gretchen can be reached at 
Gretchen.Marshall@uwsp.edu and 715.346.2633.

Proposal Grant:  Registration Process

· Application Procedures for Registration of a School or 
Community Forest Owner (or an authorized property 
representative) completes an application form (download 
the application HERE), attaches minutes of meeting 
dedicating property as school or community forest, and 
submits it to the local DNR forester. Assistance in 
completing the application is available from your area DNR 
forester http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/ftax/county.asp or from 
the school forest education specialist at 
gmarshall@uwsp.edu

· DNR forester visits site to ensure property meets criteria. 

· DNR forester completes recommendation sections of the 
application. 

· DNR forester sends applications meeting criteria to 
Wisconsin Outdoor Forestry Education Specialist. 

· If land does not meet criteria, forester sends letter of 
explanation to the property representative and to the 

Wisconsin Outdoor Forestry Education Specialist indicating 
why it may not be registered. 

· Outdoor Forestry Education Specialist conditionally 
approves acceptance based on forester recommendations. 

· Upon conditional approval, both a management plan and an 
education plan, where applicable, will be completed. If 
possible, these plans should be developed together and 
should be interrelated.

The morning tour activities:
· Tour MaashPark.  (Pool Park)

· Main Street Dock & Boat Landing. 

· Peterson Park (Dam) & Old Beach

· Double A Wilderness Area

· Gills Landing 

· Our Backyard

The afternoon activities:
· Worked with Connie & Gretchen

· Educational possible activities at each site.

· Educational needs activities at each site.

· Proposal Grant Process

· Application Procedures for Registration

Workshop April 27, 2010

Forest Development & Utilization

http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/Schoolforests/index.aspx
mailto:Gretchen.Marshall@uwsp.edu
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/Adobe/SF/SFApp05.pdf
http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/ftax/county.asp
mailto:gmarshall@uwsp.edu


Weyauwega-Fremont Nature Area

Our Backyard
Open to the public Year Around  -- Dawn to Dusk

The Weyauwega-Fremont School District 

owns property bordering the Waupaca River an  

environmental area.  This area is open to the 

community.  It has been named ñOur Backyardò 

because it is located behind the school complex 

in Weyauwega.

A trail runs from the entrance sign and 

butterfly garden to the river directly behind the 

school.  The butterfly garden is a collection of 

plant species that provide good resting places, 

food sources, and egg-laying places for 

butterflies.  Along the trail are bluebird and 

wood duck houses.  Man-made houses are 

necessary as most natural nesting spots (wooden 

fence posts and old apple trees) have 

disappeared.  A section of the trail winds 

through a woods of deciduous and coniferous 

trees and a variety of shrubs.  There are safety 

fences and benches at scenic sites.  They were 

built by the WCC.  The trail continues through 

grassy areas, a small prairie restoration, and a 

bluebird trail.  There is a natural amphitheater 

sheltered in an old pine forest, and a new picnic 

shelter and shed, constructed by the High 

School Service Club, along the trail.  It is used 

by school and community groups.  Along the 

fence line, which defines school property, can be 

found hardy bamboo, bitter sweet, blackberry, 

wild grapes, prickly ash, and honey suckle.

The nature area is easily accessible and the 

trail is kept in excellent condition.  Foot travel 

and bicycles only are permitted in the area, 

which is open to the public everyday, all year, 

from dawn to dusk.  It is a beautiful area and 

visitors are encouraged to enjoy the trail.



Number markers indicate the following:
1. Sign and butterfly garden indicate the beginning of the trail.

2. Bluebird houses. (Picnic Shelter)

3. Four different kinds of conifers can be seen from here.

4. Safety fences and Aldo Leopold benches provide a view of the Waupaca River.

5. Mature spruce grove.

6. Wetland plants and shrubs.

7. Steps to higher land. (Steps have been removed ïNew path add)

8. Farm dump (an old practice of waste disposal in low marshy areas).
9. Poison Ivy! (Three leaves, white berries, usually low growing; poisonous by contact).

10. Erosion control.

11. Beaversô work.

12. Bat houses and wood duck houses.

13. Amphitheater sheltered by old pines.

14. Wet prairie area.

15. Fence line defines school property.

16. New Prairie area ïMay 1995

17. Rows of deciduous seeding.  (Open field with trails mowed into grass)

18. Our Backyard Nature Center Map.

19. Walking Trails Distance Map

20. W-F School Site & Location(Google Map)

http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&ie=UTF8&ll=44.325107,-88.925968&spn=0.003776,0.008937&t=h&z=17&layer=t&lci=lmc:panoramio
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&ie=UTF8&ll=44.325107,-88.925968&spn=0.003776,0.008937&t=h&z=17&layer=t&lci=lmc:panoramio
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&ie=UTF8&ll=44.325107,-88.925968&spn=0.003776,0.008937&t=h&z=17&layer=t&lci=lmc:panoramio









































